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Introduction 

The Transition Year (TY) is a one-year programme that forms the first year of a three-year 
senior cycle in many schools. It is designed to act as a bridge between the Junior Certificate 
and Leaving Certificate programmes. It is available to all second level schools and currently 
approximately 75% of schools offer the programme. Transition Year is optional for students 
in most schools. 

 
 
 
 

TY Mission Statement: 
 

“Promote the personal, social, educational and vocational development of pupils and to 
prepare them for their role as autonomous, participative and responsible members of 

society.” 
 
 
 

• Students benefits considerably from their participation in Transition Year, especially 
in relation to their performance in the Leaving Certificate 

• It enables independent learning 
• It promotes self –directed learning 
• It fosters maturity 
• It will focus the student to think about their subject choices for Leaving Certificate 
• It will focus the student to think about their career choices 
• Students will gain experience of the world of work 
• Transition Year can be an extremely beneficial experience when students engage with 

the programme fully. It can provide them with the opportunity to engage in new 
experiences, participate in collaborative learning and to become more autonomous 
learners. 

 
 
 

 

 
“Students get out of Transition Year 

what they put in to it” 
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“I enjoyed the trips, getting to 
spend time with people I don’t 
usually talk to and getting to see 
and try new activities and 
subjects!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Stress relief from study and school 
in general is great. I learned to 
adapt to the school life more and 
hope I can excel in my Leaving 
Certificate!” 

 
 
 

“All of the events we organised were 
fun as it was satisfying to see 
something we organised go off 
well.” 

 
 
 
 

“I was able to make new friends and 
get more confident with my group.” 

 
“I liked the freedom we were allowed 
in completing our assignments and the 
different types of work expected from 

us.” 
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“I enjoyed making new friends that I am 
still close with now. As well as the new 
friends I made, I also enjoyed all the new 
skills I learned. In TY, we got to try out a 
wide variety of subjects which helped me 
to decide which subjects I was most 
interested in and which ones I wanted to 
study for my leaving cert.” 
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Reinforcing Core Subjects: 

TY is a year-long programme between the Junior 
and Senior Cycle which is very important in 
providing our students with new experiences and 
allowing them to sample a wide variety of subjects. 
TY also prepares students better for the Leaving 
Certificate examination. The core subjects of 
English, Irish and Mathematics form an important 
part of TY. The programme is designed to form a 
solid foundation for Senior Cycle, reinforcing what 
was learned during the Junior Cycle. 

 

Developing Autonomy: 
 

This year will offer a lot of scope for project 
work and self-directed learning. It is envisaged 
that students embrace what the teacher has 
presented in class and then independently 
research, investigate and develop these topics 
further, developing useful skills and expanding 
their knowledge. This allows students to make 
independent decisions as to which areas of their 
subjects they will focus on. This emphasis on 
autonomous work allows learning to continue 
outside the classroom as students develop their 
interests beyond textbooks. TY students will be 
offered a suite of Elective Course eg Mini 
Company; Young Social Innovators; GAA Future 
Leaders etc. Students will be given presentations 
during Induction in September and they will opt 
to follow one Elective Course for the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Experiencing the ‘New’: 
 

TY is quite a distinctive year. The 
pressure of exams is a memory and now 
you are faced with a big question: ‘What 
do I want to do when I leave school?’ 
Well, Transition Year is an opportunity for 
you get a head start on planning your 
future. 
It’s a chance to experience new ways of 
learning and assessment, and that’s just the 
academic side. The practical side is even 
more exciting; new subjects, project work, 
creative opportunities and untold 
adventures await! TY students will be 
polled for their preferences in all the option 
subjects we offer for Senior Cycle; the 
preferences will then be used to create 
option subject blocks - the aim is that TY 
students will experience their top 6 
Leaving Cert Option Subjects over the 
course of the TY year in 2 rotations. This 
will assist them in choosing their Leaving 
Cert subjects at the end of TY. 

 
 

Expanding Horizons: 
 

The TY curriculum is about choices, experiencing new subjects, events, meeting 
deadlines, evaluating what you did and planning what you are going to do next. It is 
about dealing with change, expanding your group of friends and adapting to exciting 
new situations. In TY you will develop your leadership skills, take the initiative and 
discover new interests. You will be in a position to make informed subject choices 
for your Leaving Cert so you can get the best possible outcome from your time in 
school. There will be an Activities Programme which will include a number of 
'rotating courses' throughout the year. We hope to offer a selection of 5 activities and 
students will opt for their choice of 3. Activities we are currently exploring include: 
Safe Food; First Aid; Learning an Instrument; Sign Language; Learner Driver etc. 
The suite of Activities on offer will depend on the availability of tutors and the 
number of students in TY. 
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Trips 

 
The highlight of the calendar is the European trip. In 
the recent past we have gone to Krakow, Berlin and 
Rome. This is part of the European Studies 
Programme, ESAP. At the start of TY we go on a 
bonding trip, usually in September. We travel to 
exhibitions, competitions, performances and sporting 
events throughout the year too. 

Reports 

There will be reports in all subjects at Christmas and Summer and 
Assessment for Learning Reports in October and Easter. There will also 

be a Parent/Teacher Meeting scheduled. 

Work Experience: 
 
It is hoped that TY work experience will be every Wednesday throughout the year. 
Students should change their place of work after every eleven-week block. Work 
experience is an opportunity to discover the realities of the world of work. 

 
Additional costs: 

 
European Trip (ca. €600 +), 
Bonding Trip, transport 
costs, lunches (when out on 
school activities), school 
activities… 

Transition Year Fees: 

A fee for Transition Year is necessary in order to 
be able to provide a diverse and responsive 
programme. The Transition Year Fee will be used 
to subsidise transport costs; external tutors; 
subsidise external examiner fees where 
applicable; subsidise course and entry registration 
fees where applicable etc. The school on its own 
cannot sustain a viable and dynamic TY 
programme without the support of a TY fee. 

 
Actual timetable will be subject to DES allocations, teacher resource/availability, 

Tutors/Courses. 
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Transition Year in ‘The Comp’ 
 
 

 
 

“It changed my mind in terms of my subject 
choices. I discovered I had an aptitude for 
certain subjects that I otherwise wouldn't have 
given any consideration to.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Helped me to make 
informed decisions 
regarding my option 
choices for Leaving Cert.” 

“My level of ambition and determination going into 
the leaving cert was so much higher than it would 
have been if I did not do TY. After having a year of 
less stress and time to mature I was ready to start 
studying harder which has definitely encouraged me 
to put my head down and put in all my effort into my 
studies.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“It certainly allowed me to 
mature and it also reshaped my 
friend groups. It influence my 
whole outlook in a positive way. 
It also built my confidence up 
significantly through various 
activities such as presentations 
etc…” 
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Transition Year Application Form 
 

(All answers to be written in BLOCK CAPITALS please) 
 

Student Name: 

Date of Birth: 

Current Class: 

Address: 

Student’s Mobile Number: 

Parent Mobile Number: 
 
Parent Email: 
Emergency Contact details:  
 

Subject Choices 
Please indicate in order of preference from 1-20 the option subjects your 
son/daughter would like to choose. Please fill in all 20 options. Where possible students 
will be accommodated with their first four choices, however, timetable constraints may 
require that other subject combinations are considered. 

        History        Applied Maths 

        Politics and Society        Engineering 

        Geography        Technical Graphics 

        Chemistry        Construction Studies 

        Physics        Home Economics 

        Biology        Music 

        Agricultural Science        Art 

        Business        German 

        Accountancy        French 

        Economics        Religion Please turn over… 
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Criteria for Acceptance: 
 
 

As there is a limit in the number of places available some or all of the following criteria 
may apply in the allocation of places should applications be greater than the number of 
places. 

 
 

• Completed application form submitted by the deadline- Friday 12th of March 2021. 

• Previous behaviour and discipline record. 

• Previous school reports with particular reference to class participation and conduct. 

• Interviews may be held to ascertain the suitability of candidates for the course. 

• In the event of over-subscription for the programme a waiting list will apply. 

• Students who are awarded a place in Transition Year who subsequently fail to 
participate fully may be asked to vacate their place in favour of a student on the 
waiting list. 

 
 
 

Student’s Signature: 

Parent/Guardian Signature: 

Date: 

 
 Please confirm that you have updated your details on our website: Yes        No 
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